
 

 

 



Cover image: The Yellow Kid. Associated with a quote from William 
Randolph Hearst and his view of Yellow Journalism by professional 

journalists: “You furnish the pictures, I’ll provide the war!” 
 

For a summation of this period in news coverage, see 
https://www.quora.com/What-is-yellow-journalism  

 
 

 
 
OVERVIEW: The term ‘Yellow Journalism’ is said to be associated with a pronounced period in 
the early 1900s when new print publishers used exaggerated and misleading facts and printing 
formats (like super-large headlines) to hype ordinary news events. Such hyperbole enabled the 
papers to use their favored stories to sell more copies and presumably more of what their 
advertisers were selling. Such tactics quickly were seen by the industry and their readers -- who 
were entertained by the added drama -- as so encouraging that credible icons like Joseph Pulitzer 
and William Randolph Hearst incorporated it into their business models as business as usual. For 
other, smaller producers, however, it was necessary to literally weaken and cheapen their style to 
the point where the inexpensive ink and paper often literally yellowed by the time the readers got 
to enjoying what was the “fake news” of the day.  

While a nice representation for today, in reality modern journalism of this nature would 
probably not be considered yellow journalism. Today’s ideological bent -- where mistruths are 
offered to promote certain philosophies -- has more to do with intentional warping and degrading 
of the core of what journalism is more than as just a sales tactic. Modern news outlets -- the 
remaining print ones and online digital versions -- are more about misusing the purported 
objectivity of professional reporting specifically to confuse readers to believe their take on the 
topic of the day. It’s as if these entertainment-oriented enterprises do not care at all about the 
foundation of honest and fair new reporting, only about winning the argument about who’s take 
on the politics and shape of the culture matters most -- which, to me, is why the Yellow Kid 
image of the past seems so appropriate: What have we done in letting this come about? 
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The personalized essay that follows is my outline of what I believe SOLUTION JOURNALISM 
can and should be and how I got to the point of wanting to share it as a concept. I have no doubt 
whatsoever that the ifs, ands, and buts of the concept are as undefined as the who, what, where, 
and when the forces of time brought us here. As such, I offer my take of what it means to me to 
be here and why I hope that you and other readers will take it from here and flesh out the 
specifics of what it might be.  

I happened to be reading an article reviewing the current movie called The Post, which 
tells the story of how the Washington Post came about publishing the Pentagon Papers. The 
script apparently follows the logic of tough journalists struggling to get through the steps of 
writing about a complex and detailed account of the playing out of the Vietnam war and of 
Nixon’s White House trying to hide the lying and deception that keep the conflict going. 
Reviewers regularly came to the conclusion that it is a quality film because it is well acted, and 
because it carries messages relevant to today, no matter how the medium of news distribution 
may have changed. I don’t believe this, however, in that I think that we find ourselves at a place 
where the entire news platform is transforming. We’re finding ourselves positioned such that 
we’re no longer questioning whether there really is a thing as the truth, and, if so, what would we 
do with such a beast.  
 
SOLUTION JOURNALISM, once made operational, offers itself as a way to address this. I 
believe that it can give shape to the idea that truth is real and matters, and that once we are clear 
on that, we have an obligation to aim the impact of that realization to good purposes; purposes 
grounded in the loyalty journalism owes to the citizens of the society it serves.  

I hope that this overview helps and shapes your understanding of my truth. If so, you 
should be well armed to move from there further down the path of progress. If so, that will be an 
affirmation that SOLUTION JOURNALISM works. If not, as a collective cultural force we’ll 
have to see where another future might take us. Subscribe: 
https://SolutionJournalism.wordpress.com.  
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SOLUTION JOURNALISM 
Progress-based, Actionable Objectivity 
I love it when the gods of the virtual spaces take a shot at anticipating one’s wants and needs. On 
one day, a few before the arrival of the global break for gifts and good tidings this December 
2017, I googled the meaning of life … or more precisely the meaning of the life and expectations 
of professional journalists and journalism. I was wondering about the principles of their 
existence with a curiosity about whatever happened to the notion of objectivity.  

As a cyber beast of such a nature should do, a bot responded with its take, which, 
strangely enough, reflected all too well what I was feeling. The quote it choose, curiously 
extracted from recent writing efforts, affirmed that the nature of fair and balanced, clean and 
objective journalism wasn’t as value neutral and one might think. The search engine found a 
third party’s view of the thinking of two others, wherein I was told that,  
 

These principles were developed by Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenstiel in their book ‘The 
Elements of Journalism.’ I think they're the best encapsulation of the definition of good 
journalism. 1) Journalism's first obligation is to the truth. 2) Its first loyalty is to citizens. 
3) Its essence is a discipline of verification. May 20, 2013  

 
I was rather surprised at this summary. First, that it is a conclusion presented and accepted by 
professionals in the field as recently as 2013 seemed somewhat of a shorting of the history of the 
concept. I assumed, after all, that journalism’s guiding ideals had been around for longer than 
that, and might have merited attribution to an older presentation of wisdom. Unless, of course, 
the changing times had merrited a changing vision of what the field was becoming.  

A rather perfect fit, one might say, for what I had in mind. I was looking to see if I could 
justifiably lay the foundation for a new perspective on contemporary journalism in light of the 
age and technological times we find ourselves in. I had, in fairness, already mentally coined the 
phrase SOLUTION JOURNALISM, even putting the idea down on the Wordpress pages of 
infinity. As I was reading it, the quote was telling me that provable truths, gathered in loyalty to 
citizens, was the motivation behind ethical professional writing for news publications. This was 
something much different than the barren ideal of objectivity keeping purposes and motivations 
for progress out of the presentation of details and facts -- exactly what I wanted to hear.  
 
IN THE BEGINNING …  
Without getting all treatise technical or philosophically wordy, I found this start sufficient for me 
to begin digging deeper in regards to what the journalism of a digital tomorrow might grow into. 
I was all the more confident, in fact, that the time was right to nurture a view that the journalism 
need no longer hide behind sterile views that the only good writing for public awareness had to 
be value free. Older characterizations of journalism in very precisely rewarded “objective 
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reporting” that never went toward favoring one side or one direction over others. And surely 
never would such writings be offered in a way that intentionally downplayed the more 
conservative loyalties of yesterday over those of a modern, freewheeling, progressive today.  

The essence of the take that today’s news stories are overwhelmingly “fake news” is 
grounded in the notion that facts don’t matter; even more so that virtually any and all facts need 
to be included in a story if the journalist is being fair and balanced -- the very terminology used 
by at least one large media outlet. The underlying assumption of this view is that objectivity can 
be used as a cover to ensure that not just progressive ideas get attention because it seems science 
and even reason is on the side of social advancement. To address this, it becomes necessary to 
ensure that all sides, of questionable credibility or not, have to have a chance to be heard.  

From this perspective, good journalists and journalism stays in the middle or at least at a 
place where they go out of their way to include all or as many sides to an issue into the story. 
This is understood as a way for the facts to speak for themselves. While there may be a place for 
experts, what they say alone should not be the guiding force that takes away from other 
understandings that, after all, could turn out to be the greater, perhaps even the more moral of 
ultimate truths. Journalism done right -- which was where Pulitzer came in with his prize -- the 
public would be able to hear all and make an informed decision. Anything focused on the 
ultimate value or path of where truths might be leading could too easily lead a society to 
accepting fake news. It is not a coincidence that the idea behind this concept in a day of rapid 
digital information sharing comes from those who worry about what the future has to offer. 

Wonderfully enough, however, this was not what Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenstiel were 
saying; not what my search of the virtual spaces extracted. Their words were emphasizing that 
truth and verifiability were actually best presented in the company of a certain degree of purpose 
and intention; that, in fact, it was in an obligation for competent journalists to present their 
findings with a vision towards how the characteristics of the truth brought about betterment for 
the citizens served by the writing. Citizenship is a necessary condition for the making of a strong 
and functional society, and thus the responsibility of quality journalism to advance the messages 
that get there.  

 
CITIZEN JOURNALISM 
It would have been great to be able to say that this was a new and enlightening 
finding on my part, but that would be foolish. Technology not only got to this 
point of awareness first, it actually did so by falling upon its natural 
characteristic: being open, transparent, and aware to the eyes of the public. 

Hence the arrival and reinforcement of what has become known as citizen journalism.  
While I’ve known what citizen journalism is for some time -- I’d actually briefly fancied 

that route a few years ago when I started growing tired of my other lines of writing -- it more 
recently has become clear how this has evolved as a viable option, should the same technology 
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that made it possible be used to make it better -- the part where journalism on many fronts finds 
itself now; namely, questioning what its future will look and function like.  

There is no question but that technology has done a great deal of damage to traditional 
journalism and news reporting. Numerous standard paper and ink publishers have gone out of 
business, and others are only now getting a handle on how to balance what they must do in this 
day and age to keep something reminiscent of the methods of the past. This is particularly true 
for older, large publishers, and increasingly so for smaller new publishers trying to break into the 
field, some of whom have a clear eye on the notion that they want to make their fame and fortune 
on the back of citizen to citizen reporting.  

Which I found to be a good invitation for googling an understanding of what is 
happening today. This was why I typed in “Citizen journalism,” where I found the expected 
millions of possible paths to click and follow. And while I was tempted to try to look at as many 
as feasible -- possibly to establish a personal sense of objectivity? -- I opted instead to hit upon 
one of the kinds of information resources that is increasingly rising to the top of many searches: 
The topic’s Wikipedia pages.  

I went in the Wiki direction, of course, because the entire concept of this evolving 
resource supports the public having a voice in reality; voices, actually, in defining and refining 
the terms and conditions of the facts that support nearly everything. Wikipedia is a first-rate and 
interesting methodology, even if there are errors and concerns about some of the specifics. In the 
grand scheme of life, it is a new player. But for better and for some degree of worse, it is a 
resource that attempts to enable and empower the masses, and is thus usually a good reflection of 
what most issues look like -- a perfect companion therein for active or wannabe citizen 
journalists!  

 Sorry for the wander there. Here is what I found in Wiki’s rendition of citizen 
journalism, minus the numerous notes and citations that are offered to validate what is being 
said. Once again, the terminology is instructive in regards to the flow of the tale of this step in 
news reporting: 
 

By juxtaposing the term ‘citizen’, with its attendant qualities of civic-mindedness and 
social responsibility, with that of ‘journalism, which refers to a particular profession, … 
this term best describes this particular form of online and digital journalism conducted 
by amateurs, because it underscores the link between the practice of journalism and its 
relation to the political and public sphere. 

 
The importance and positioning of citizens and citizenship is, obviously, given front and 

center attention. But so too is an acceptance of the fact that there is no pretense to assume that 
citizen journalism is meant to be neutral or “objective.” It is writing and research being done by a 
type of writer with the specific intention of creating linkages between facts and their associated 
political and public spheres. Good citizen journalism is purposeful, designed to bring about the 
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betterment of the people who read and rely on what is found and how the story fits into the 
surroundings where it matters.  
 
SOLUTION JOURNALISM 
Which brings us to where SOLUTION JOURNALISM comes alive and presents itself as 
needing a resting place and some collective help at taking shape. Once again, it is worth 
reiterating that journalism in general is trying to adapt to a new future. The internet is attempting 
to pull together the bits and pieces of existence (with the help of various AIs and algorithms) in 
order to organize the information into results that make sense and essentially point in a given 
direction -- the direction of valid understanding and social and technological advancement. And 
that requires in many degrees the intentional stripping away from journalism the notion that it 
must be so objective as to be value free and incapable of judging good and bad facts, fake ones, 
yellow ones, or others being twisted for culturally poor reasons.  

Part one of our mission to come to terms with SOLUTION JOURNALISM then is to 
outline what the solution part might be. What is it that can fairly be used to determine what a 
solution or solutions might be in regards to the various issues, struggles, and challenges that 
befall evolving societies --- both local ones and the grand global one.  

This is likely going to be a difficult task. In the past, as mentioned, journalism’s 
responsibility had to do with unearthing the facts around complex problems and then letting 
other forces at play decide what is the best outcome of the newly focused picture. Presumably, 
the people, places, or times of the period would decide what was to come of such an objective 
clarity. For profit, nonprofit, government, and even advocacy players, not journalists, would take 
it from the point of understanding to whatever came next. Which, of course, was why it 
happened in countless ways that new problems and misuses of power and authority would arise. 
Journalism became part of the never-ending circle of uncovering truths and letting players do 
their best with the rewards and profits.  

Switching now to the point where journalists have to write to highlight and reinforce 
solutions thus takes them away from the role of continuing the problems to being part of the 
answers that arise. In other words, well-done SOLUTION JOURNALISM succeeds when it is 
part of the solution … whatever that turns out to be.  

Which is where technology and the documenting of Big Data -- massive amounts of 
information collected from everything that uses digital techniques -- comes into play. 
Solution-oriented journalists seeking progress-supporting values need to begin by understanding 
what surrounds us and how it works. This is a dynamic process that gathers connections and 
linkages and lets them present themselves as parts of the vision of the whole that technology sees 
and we, as humans, shape and reshape to our needs. This is where we will begin to get 
comfortable with seeing the new picture as it takes shape and thus how progress begins to form 
its own view of what is relevant and true for tomorrow. 
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Digital computerization records facts and occurrences and ensures that they are not 
forgotten. Communication stores and sends that information here and there where it can be seen, 
explained, used, re-shared, and appreciated within the totality of the reality it occupies. At the 
same time, however, it used better and better focusing capabilities that set their own standards. 
Injustices and inequalities are not just documented and replayed before the citizenry, they are 
being pushed together such that everyone can see what options and alternatives arise. People of 
every size, shape, location, and motivation will add input and formulate how it adds up to a 
fixing of any given situation. Which will be were we find the maps towards the repairs and 
reparations that necessarily ride along with any understanding. 

 
 

FACTS OR FICTIONS OR BOTH 
All right, I was wrong: It is inherently philosophical. And it is confusing and frustrating. 
Particularly so for public audiences who have spent most of their lives being told that the story of 
the truth does not come with a built-in ending. Most people today remain like readers of books or 
audience members before someone else’s movie: the only time they see that it is proper to have a 
logical and understandable conclusion is when it is a made up story or one of those formal 
technical projects -- a school or work paper, for example, where bullet points and pull out quotes 
highlight the obvious and light the path to a conclusion. How we get from there to where 
SOLUTION JOURNALISM promises to take us is uncertain … but we have to start.  

Which is where, when I came upon the fork in the road and could not decide which was 
least traveled, decided at first to use both the fiction and the facts to move forward. I decided, I 
guess, to take the factual path to the left and the fictional, dreaming one to the right. This would 
allow me to uncover and detail in a scheme of technical elements what was needed in a step by 
step essay format for the facts, while using settings, and characters, and entertaining 
circumstances for a made-up reality on the fiction side.  

At the end of this piece I included my professional biography. In looking at that 
information, it likely becomes clearer about why I opted at first to go both ways. Most of my 
work for many years was freelance consultant writing for nonprofits and business-like 
enterprises. This meant that I was most comfortable constructing narratives that were like essays. 
Writing grants and project narratives usually required outlining and detailing strategies and 
objectives that included measurable expectations and outcomes. At the same time, as technology 
began reshaping the charitable sector, it was increasingly required that I write more heartstring 
pieces. Shorter stories that featured personal tales of pain and recovery caught the attention of 
those who would donate to our causes. However, because it was often unprofessional to share 
personal details, I found myself making up more and more of the elements of the situation -- I 
began turning technical writing into something akin to fantasy and fiction writing. And people 
were responding to these and committing to be more engaged in the steps that brought about 
change.  
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But this still left me at the point of deciding which path to take in search of a different 
type of writing career. Would I be more effective, more successful writing fictional pieces -- like 
adventurous, action-filled novels and short stories (which could end up being made into 
blockbuster movies, of course) -- or by staying true to the essay-type formats?  

 
I honestly could not decide. Ultimately, what happened was that I began 
exploring both passages. That led me to being at a place where I currently 
have two books at various levels of near completeness. Each is a 
collection. One, which I’ve called TechYEAH, contains fiction stories. 
Each selection focus on how characters come face to face with 
challenging episodes in their lives where, knowing it or not, technology 
helps them move on. The theme of this book came about because I started 
to notice that our culture was transitioning. The senses of frustration and 
negativity that we have lived through over the last decades as software 
and hardware has come online and been refined -- the NO aspect of what 

we think of as techNO! -- are giving way to a more positive acceptance of the fact that this 
modernity might just have something to offer. Basically, in my fictional stories, the tales each 
have small or big HECK YES moments when the techNO gives ways to a somewhat reluctant 
acceptance that TechYEAH, there is a reality here worth learning more about.  

 
But I wasn’t getting to where I wanted in part. Thus came the second 
book, which is nearing completion first and is tentatively called eFIXthis. 
It too features my take on modern problems of significance -- ranging 
from food empowerment to criminal justice reform to a pie-in-the-sky 
dream about REPAIRations for Puerto Rico following its cultural disaster 
-- and how we might capitalize on technology to develop doable social and 
cultural solutions. My approach with these factual essays, however, was to 
emphasize the rather dramatic in hopes of turning the drama of techYEAH 
advancement towards rather profound new visions of change -- therein 
clearing the path toward digital technological solutions fit for tomorrow. 

The shape of what I offer comes from the information that is becoming clearer all the time that 
there are known solutions to tough problems, if we are willing to hunt them down and make use 
of them. 

While this seems overly self-serving (and it is to some extent), I offer this explanation 
because what I started doing helps set the stage for a common frame of reference: That 
technology is the pathway to finding and refining what solutions work. Neither of my book 
efforts use journalistic writing styles. Citizen journalism was not within my sights. Only later 
would it dawn on me, strangely enough, that there was a middle ground -- and that was my 
personal realization for what SOLUTION JOURNALISM might be or might become.  
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PRO PUBLIC NEWS 
I started my books to find a way to earn money to move my work forward. Plain and simple. I 
have to ultimately sell me efforts or take jobs on the side to earn a living. I hope the books sell 
soon enough. But as I switched to what SOLUTION JOURNALISM has to offer, it dawned on 
me that there was a rationalization for working with this strategy too. In fact, others had already 
started down that road too.  

In 2010, this came about in the form of an organization called ProPublica. As far as I 
know, this is the largest coordinated effort to drive investigative journalism out of the pockets of 
for-profit media and into a field of play supported by public benefit dollars (charitable 
donations). ProPublica is a nonprofit agency, and thus one whose efforts I do indeed have a bias 
for.  

If you don’t know this organization, please click over (after you’re finished here, of 
course), and look at their website. You can find it at https://ProPublica.org. 

I will not devote a lot of time here to the specifics of what they do; their work is 
self-evident on their site and with the recognitions they are receiving. They are an outstanding 
traditional news outlet in many ways. The difference is, however, that some number of corporate 
and individual donors pay for their operations. They do not have to sell advertisements, which 
presumably makes them free to write investigative journalism stories as pure, old-world -- and 
yes, objective -- journalists. And they are good at it. They have developed a pattern of receiving 
recognition by way of winning, of all things, Pulitzer prizes for the work they do and for not 
becoming too much like the Yellow Kid of the past.  

My reason for bringing them up here, however, is to draw attention to certain realities 
and considerations that I believe will differ them from what citizen journalism wants and what 
SOLUTION JOURNALISM might become. Those focal points center on a few rather glaring 
traditional journalistic bias towards objectivity that weakens them as an example of what is 
needed.  

Issue number one is somewhat symantec. Click to their site and read the italicized punch 
line of the opening paragraph of their ABOUT page. At first, you might be excited, as I always 
am, about the drive behind their fighting for success. They say their purpose is,  

 
To expose abuses of power and betrayals of the public trust by government, business, and 
other institutions, using the moral force of investigative journalism to spur reform 
through the sustained spotlighting of wrongdoing. 
 
They want to undertake abuses of public trust to SPUR REFORM. That’s a great 

motivation and, on first glance, seems commensurate with what I mean with envisioning 
SOLUTION JOURNALISM. Spurring reform suggests an interest and even a passion for fixing 
problems. That’s great. But the details matter. As it turns out, their intention is more about fixing 
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the problems relating to the abuses or betrayal of the public trust. Which I read to mean, stopping 
the conditions relating to rather precise kinds of official misconduct. ProPublica is very much a 
living and breathing example of what us older adults remember as the mentality of righting 
government wrongs, such as depicted in the past in the movie All The President’s Men, and back 
for another round in the new release of The Post.  

And while this is good, it is not good enough. It is at best a small movement away from 
the same problems that led us to where we are today. Their own words elsewhere are telling on 
this front. The first can be extracted from what they say in the words of the posting page they 
labelled their Code of Ethics. They actually say right up front that while their model is 
“somewhat innovative,” their practices are based on the models used by other old-school 
journalistic institutions. They see it as being good for their institution and their employees to 
uphold the values that have for so long made journalism good. I offer in full this paragraph and 
their points of emphasis: 
 

It is an essential prerequisite for success in the news business that we tell the truth, and 
that our readers believe us to be telling them the truth. If we are not telling them the truth 
— or even if they, for any valid reason, believe that we are not — then ProPublica cannot 
succeed. ProPublica will suffer, for example, if our readers cannot assume that: 

● Our facts are accurate and fairly presented; 
● Our analyses represent our best independent judgments rather than our 

preferences, or those of our sources; and 
● There are no hidden agendas in any of our journalistic undertakings. 

 
They accept as a given that the facts must support the notion that they are truthful, fair, balanced, 
and therefore, in the terminology of the professional, objective. There can be no doubt in the 
minds that they are free from harboring hidden agendas. Which places them in that precarious 
position safely in the center between the extremes of conservatism or liberalism. For ProPublica 
to write in a way that fosters and affirms the motivation or sense of direction toward progress 
would be a bias to them, even if the goal of that take was to uphold the legacy of their citizens.  

Then there is a second point. Maybe they do this for their funders? Just because one 
doesn’t sell advertising doesn’t mean one is free of the pressures of those who donate the 
resources of survival. This concern gained credence when I turned yet again to Wiki resources. I 
googled “ProPublica wiki” and found, up front, another site that is monitored by the public at 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ProPublica.  

Drop down to the history section and something of a troubling concern arises -- though it 
too is presented as a positive for their mission. I offer this quote in its entirety also, once again 
minus the ending citations. It is meant to set monetary biases aside from the viewpoint of their 
original founding editor:  
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Coming into this, when I talked to Herb and Marion Sandler, one of my concerns was 
precisely this question of independence and nonpartisanship...My history has been doing 
"down the middle" reporting. And so when I talked to Herb and Marion I said "Are you 
comfortable with that?" They said, "Absolutely." I said, "Well, suppose we did an expose 
of some of the left leaning organizations that you have supported or that are friendly to 
what you've supported in the past."They said, "No problem." And when we set up our 
organizational structure, the board of directors, on which I sit and which Herb is the 
chairman, does not know in advance what we're going to report on.  

 
This qualification is troubling because it suggest that they have not grown beyond some 

of the weaknesses that have brought journalism to the point where it may be regretting what it 
has done for the future. It sets itself up for a weakness associated with conservative faith in their 
ability to use objectivity as a weapon. Strangely enough, just after finding this, someone sent me 
a note about a movie on Netflix called 13th. The docudrama looks at the language of the 13th 
Amendment and how it has been used to justify mass imprisonment and a continuation of 
enslavement tactics of the past. But curiously, the producers divert a bit here and there, including 
bring up the fact that contemporary entertainment media companies like Fox News specifically 
used the concept of Fair & Balanced reporting as a method for warping objective journalism to 
enable all variations of “facts” -- real ones and fake one -- under the cover of news. A return, one 
can easily see, towards the very nature of yellow journalism and the misuse of journalism for 
value-free or value-neutered journalism.  
 
NEXT STEPS 
As I mentioned, I have a writing style that is very formal in technical grant and project writing. 
Accordingly, I am used to writing with concluding action sections that guide readers to do 
something with the facts provided. I still do this even though I believe that SOLUTION 
JOURNALISM is something different. The most important next step is to overcome the 
shortcomings of the first few steps away from the journalism of the past by adding weight and 
clarity to what a new journalism might be. 

The facts of competent reporting let the story tell its own direction towards progress. This 
is what is meant by a sense of journalistic loyalty to the citizens who turn to news outlets. To do 
this, I believe what is needed now is to undergo a collective effort to:  

 
● Identifying what key problems are that may not be getting adequate coverage in 

traditional media; 
● Identifying what self-evident solutions might be or what the facts of given topics might 

suggest they could be, to no small degree by looking precisely at what the nonprofits and 
advocacy of the past have shown to be workable approaches; and, 
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● The promises of technology as an investigative and empowering set of tools for going 
beyond what the journalism of yesterday still retains today. 

 
On the SOLUTION JOURNALISM site I have already established, I posted the first 

investigative piece on the topic of a rash of explosive sonic explosions around the US and the 
world. I call it SOUND ATTACK - Daytona, given that it begins with a focus on a personal 
experience with this issue in Florida. The in-depth report I developed reviews a series of 
interesting sonic boom-type noises that have been reported since 2017 and the instillation of the 
Trump administration (following an interesting set of similar occurrences in more controlled 
settings in 2016 under Obama).  

It is very likely that these events are related to tests by NASA and the military on new 
thruster and space engines. The narrative in that piece, like the narrative offer in this review, is 
intended to walk readers through a path of facts and curiosities. In doing so, they lead towards a 
logical conclusion: That the events that underlie the sound attacks are intentional, likely illegal, 
and part of a grand shift in public interests. What the proper solutions are that arise from finding 
these facts is not precisely clear and I did not offer a good set of guidelines. But that does not 
mean that one could not have been offered. I’m doing the writing without me help, which is 
where I trust that those who read this and those who support SOLUTION JOURNALISM might 
join the game.  

If you are a fellow citizen journalists, an activist or hacktivists, or part of the public and 
believe that it is past time to accept “fake news” as the death of any journalism, here is a place to 
get started. If this can be made to happen, we could well have a good model for what comes next 
for this different approach to fair, objective, and progress-oriented journalism. If you are 
interested in this issue, please follow my main site or send a note to me via 
OnePageWriter@gmail.com. The site address is https://SolutionJournalism.wordpress.com.  

 
Also, on that site you can find a link to Go Fund PayPal.Me, 
which provides a direct, personalized invoice for making a 
donation to this work. I am also completing the set-up of a 
Patreon account under the name of SOLUTION JOURNALISM. 
Search that site or my name (Allan Shore) for the draft pages. I 
am trying to build a community of folks capable of giving a few 
dollars monthly to support solution-seeking citizen journalism. 
Please, click over and investigate for yourself. The answers as to 
where this may lead you should be obvious. -- AS 
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January 3, 2018 
 
Allan Shore - PROFESSIONAL BIOGRAPHY 
 
This piece was originally prepared as a third-person overview. I’ve tweaked it but think it 
does a good job of highlighting some of my work. Following this, I offer a link to my 
resume page where you can see more details of what I do and who I am.  
 

Beginning in 1976, Shore started what he hoped might be a promising academic career. 
He took that motivation to earn himself a BA in Sociology/Criminal Justice from 
Western Michigan University. Because they had good money, he opted to follow that 
effort into the welcoming arms of graduate studies in Criminology at The Ohio State 
University. He readily settled upon a concentration on the theme of social/normative rule 
breaking, with particular attention towards the benefits of cultural deviance.  Why it is, he 
might ask should anyone care to inquire, that some break rules to gain or innovate? 
Which, strangely enough, seems very appropriate for what has happened over and over in 
society during his life. Weird how that happened, huh? 

 
Anyway, little did he realize that his MA and fate would conspire to drive his desire to 
actually work and earn money into 30 years of freelance writing, chiefly via executive 
nonprofit management, freelance grant and project production, and general 
pain-in-the-butt advocacy. The end result made it such that he has sort of specialized in 
turning cutting-edge ideas (those outside the norm) into empowering avenues for good. 

 
Historical (and herstorical) elements of his work have reached across the times. For 
example, as early as the late 1980s, he became part of a force taking hold of the notion 
that blending the values of profit and purpose for double or triple bottom line 
philanthropy was a good thing. He got started on this concept from within the workings 
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of a nonprofit agency called Rubicon Programs in Richmond, CA. They wanted to do 
something quite different in finding a way to use revenue generating job programs to earn 
operating dollars for their social and psychological services components. By connecting 
their work with folks like Jed Emerson, Rubicon became part of a force to formulate 
elements of what Shore now views as the teeter-totter of activism. In the spirit of this 
approach, for the game to have meaning, both sides need to regularly have their feet on 
the ground to gain traction. This is much different than cashing in on winning for 
winning’s sake. This philosophy has morphed into Impact Investing and other 
Pay-for-Success sustainable finance models. 

 
By about Across 1990s, Shore’s interested moved on. He opted to become a bit more of a 
community activist (READ: staff person) behind the start of the early expansion of global 
HIV/AIDS visibility (via the International AIDS Candlelight Memorials, a precursor to 
World AIDS Day). Though that project existed already, he helped grow the global 
component quite substantially. His work was part of an effort to turn the first Bush 
administration as a powerful force for AIDS awareness. Thereafter — to showcase his 
commitment to implementable social change — he parlayed his skills into an executive 
leadership position that fought to teach men how to be allies against gender injustice. His 
most notable help in this regard came about in his signing his agency, The Oakland 
Men’s Project, as an originating partner of the first Take Our Daughters to Work Day. 
That effort has had impressive results too. 10s of millions of participants have been 
involved in exploring gender imbalances in the workplace. 

 
In a strange twist of fate on a personal level, stability was more of his family style. He 
became involved in a loving relationship for more than a decade with a fine man named 
Stephen Corpus, whose life and times Shore shared as a chapter in When Love Lasts 
Forever, a book about long-term gay male relationships. After Stephen passed away, 
Shore met his new partner Erick Martinez who has struggled through Allan’s weirdness 
for over 20 years. Around 2005, Shore started to contemplate taking a new turn. He had a 
growing fascination with technology and what it had to offer the sociology of living, 
loving, and collective empowerment. This is how he got to the point of wanting to write 
fictionalized stories of humanity on the cusp of change. More about all of this can be 
viewed via http://onepagewriter.wordpress.com — should one work their way through 
the tales of cultural boundary testing that seems evident herein. If I were him, I’d surely 
say it’s a Shore Thing to enjoy and critique away.  
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