
WRITING SAMPLES – Allan Shore 

 

I am a freelance grant, contract and project writer. Most of my work has been for nonprofits and 

small businesses. Because these are usually proprietary, I can share only portions of them. Below 

are three examples of this work. Other recent samples are available upon request. I have also 

included links to online writing sites where I contribute regularly, and past examples of my work as 

a Citizen Journalist and a sample academic piece demonstrating footnoting.   

 

 

GRANT/PROJECT DEVELOPMENT SAMPLE #1  

 

Latino Commission on Alcohol & Drug Abuse, Alameda County, Community-based Partnership for 

Health and Safety, HIV/Hepetitas/STD System Integration 

 

HIV PREVENTION PROGRAMS -- Justification of Need    

 

In 2006, the Latino Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse of Alameda County (Latino Commission) 

took the lead in spearheading a remarkable community-building collaborative process for the Fruitvale 

region of Oakland, California. More than a dozen diverse agencies came together to design, develop and 

implement a SAMHSA (Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration) Strategic 

Prevention Framework initiative that specifically sought to help us better understand the interrelationships 

between severe substance abuse and certain health challenges (particularly HIV and Hepatitis 

transmission). African American and Latino adults who were getting ready to reenter the community and 

had significant indicators of the potential for infection and/or transmission were the principle focus of the 

study. Entitled Sol to Soul, this project allowed us to develop a community- and empowerment-centered 

Steering Committee composed of representative stakeholders and began with a formal assessment of 

available local resource programs and local factors that could be identified as contributing to developing 

solutions to reduce risky health and transmission behaviors. Repeated studies and assessments have 

continuously shown that communities of color feel that existing programs often fail to meet their needs 

and are often lacking in cultural and language sensitivities, thereby contributing to the reduced success of 

a variety of prevention strategies. The evolution of Sol to Soul was intended to begin adapting evidence-

center models to determine how they might be enhanced to become for effective for various segments of 

our target population.  

 

The Sol to Soul initiative is scheduled to complete its work in early 2010. At that time we will have 

formal recommendations and findings relating to the empowerment processes we undertook and 

identifying ways in which existing evidence-based models can be better focused on severely at-risk 

minority populations. Our current proposal is to address already identified system weaknesses relating to 

communication by and between key staff and partner agencies and to further enhance and refine the 

changes we have begun to make regarding two evidence-based models (Safety Counts and the Leadership 

and Resiliency Program). More specifically, we will seek to expand and enhance the efforts that are 

underway using the following recommended prevention elements: 

 

 Implement and integrate the required CRCS core components into our current strategies in a way 

that makes our substance abuse education, counseling, support and recovery assistance a more 

direct extension of the overall health care that at-risk Latinos experience;   

 Expand and refine our use of up-to-date CTR services through contracted partnership agreements 

and related CRCS collaborations; 

 Incorporate the key elements of the Partnership for Health intervention model as a way of 

integrating HIV, Hepatitis and related STD awareness and sensitivities in our drug and alcohol 



services for those who area already infected or at severe risk of continuing transmission-related 

drug and alcohol behaviors and patterns; and,  

 Enhance and expand our use of the Safety Counts model that we have already begun using via 

Sol to Soul for the benefit of other Latinos, ages 15 and above (men and women) who otherwise 

indicate a vulnerability to transmission through drug-related activities (including the use of unsafe 

sexual practices associated with addictive practices and patterns).  

 

 

GRANT/PROJECT DEVELOPMENT SAMPLE #2 

 

#1 Project Narrative and Description (25 page maximum)  

 

Program Objectives and Design: Local objectives for the CARES Plus program 

 

First 5 Solano has participated in Comprehensive Approaches to Raising Educational Standards (CARES) 

since 2001.  As a result of those efforts we have created and implemented a strong, viable and well-

integrated foundation for professional development and instructional support across our community’s 

many levels of service—a foundation that has been successful and remains operational today. 

 

Once fully implemented, Solano CARES Plus will both expand existing elements and effectively 

incorporate enhanced quality early learning preparation across the levels that characterize our early 

learning community.  Adding new and greater access to direct financial support is a key component; in 

addition, our focus will be on integrating instructional training and support technologies that draw 

strength from evidence-based methods, better enabling early childhood teaching professionals to use new 

guidelines and recommendations as they come online.  We understand that many new tools and 

requirements are forthcoming and will work to ensure that our efforts encourage targeted professionals to 

utilize these processes and expectations effectively.  

 

Accordingly, we have put in place a working consortium of agency, provider, community and business 

representatives to review what is in place, and to plan for the expansion and refinement with the new Plus 

directives.  This working group includes the representative agents noted in the Request For Applications 

(RFA).  It will continue to serve as the project oversight body for Solano CARES Plus as an extension of 

our Child Care Local Planning Council.  

 

The first steps toward Solano CARES Plus are centered on undertaking the Phase I planning and 

preparations, between February and June 2011.  

 

Phase I requires new contracting and staff responsibilities to integrate CORE online and self-directed 

Web-based learning approaches.  Many of our community’s child care businesses and early learning 

programs are taking a major economic hit at this time and we will work to ensure that the workforce can 

stay strong and available.  This is an important part of Solano County’s ongoing commitment to valuing 

effective and realistic early childhood professional development goals.  

 

We will focus on strengthening and integrating current effective, collaborative partnerships such as the 

Early Childhood Education (ECE) Mentoring Project offered through Solano Community College.  We 

propose to use much of our matching funds for stipends and financial incentives to maximize their appeal. 

 

We have identified the following local objectives for Solano CARES Plus:  

• Access the use of online and Web-based educational tools and resources (to both reduce costs and 

maximize self-directed growth);  



• Integrate what participants learn through the CORE and supplemental components into classroom 

teaching; 

• Offer higher stipends, rewards and incentives for formal college, workshop and self- or distance-

learning modules, and  

• Develop a college-based General Education (GE) advisory subcontracted position to help new 

and advancing students align their coursework with academic expectations, including facilitating progress 

across educational institutions. 

 

GRANT/PROJECT DEVELOPMENT SAMPLE #3 

 

The Preschool for All (PFA) campaign ignited the hopes and expectations of many people that a 

dedicated funding source would make it possible for all children to enter kindergarten physically, socially, 

emotionally, cognitively, and creatively prepared to succeed. Unfortunately, Solano County voters turned 

down this scenario. Since then other efforts have targeted selected aspects of the same vision. The current 

proposal seeks to do so too by establishing a network of family childcare providers that are driven by the 

complimentary passions of sustaining quality home-centered care and integrating educational standards 

that favor life-long learning and achievement. Our Priority ONE Initiative (named after the first level of 

need from Solano County’s Certified Eligibility List, though we will serve first and second priority 

children and families) brings new opportunities by way of a partnership between the Solano County 

Office of Education (SCOE) and the Solano County Licensed Family Childcare Network (FCN).  

 

Our Priority ONE funding request has two components. Core component one develops operational 

standards and expectations for family day care programs that provide services through the FCN, including 

educational standards of excellence. Both program and educational standards will be verified using a 

variety of recognized policies and measurement tools. The second core component is the establishment of 

6 family care sites (selected from a pool of 12 to date) that will offer a total of 32 new slots for eligible 

infants, toddlers and others three years of age and older. These six sites will also be able to provide care to 

about 20 non-eligible children and families. Families will be selected from the Solano’s Certified 

Eligibility List (SCEL), factoring in economic need and accommodations for exceptional, English 

proficiency, CPS/At-Risk or disability conditions. 

 

Our Priority ONE conceptualization offers many benefits. It’s fully compliant with Solano County’s 

Preschool for All quality service model. The FCN empowers participating home-focused sites in ways 

typically associated with center-based programs, giving them a voice in developing and maintaining best 

practices for other home-based programs. This includes linking qualified programs with resources that 

support facility, program, educational and staff stability. Our Priority ONE standards will be adequate to 

ensure that all participating sites retain Title V and community care licensing compliance without losing 

the integrity of their nurturing approach. In addition, because many home-centered programs believe that 

the passion of their convictions naturally supports ongoing educational advancement (family programs 

allow children to remain in one setting across grade levels), Priority ONE is a unique way to reinforce 

educational success.   

 
ACTIVE ONLINE BLOGGING 
 

1. http://onepagewriter.wordpress.com 
2. http://SUVpacking.wordpress.com 
3. http://TheNewManProject.wordpress.com  

 
CITIZEN JOURNALISM 
 

1. http://www.happynews.com/news/1172006/Montana-business-invests.htm  

http://onepagewriter.wordpress.com/
http://suvpacking.wordpress.com/
http://thenewmanproject.wordpress.com/
http://www.happynews.com/news/1172006/Montana-business-invests.htm


2. http://www.happynews.com/news/11162005/Toasting-youth-involvement-.htm 

3. http://www.happynews.com/news/4182006/US-Piano-Paralympics-Artisan-Tim-Baley-

Plays-His-Abilities--.htm  

 
ACADEMIC ARTICLE:  Medical Marijuana in the Military  

 

The US military has a number of jurisdictional and operational issues associated with what it will 

do with personnel involved with the use of medical marijuana. Though it claims that there is no ambiguity 

– that its Directives (DOD 1010.1) are clear – in reality it now finds itself facing a “Don’t Ask, Don’t 

Smoke” problem. What is happening inside and outside of the armed services is mystifying how the rules 

are actually enforced and understood by its legal structure.   

In general, the rules are clear. Law enforcement and command personnel inside of the services 

say the same as those on the outside who advice people about this issue:  

The fact that your state has decriminalized marijuana use is not relevant to military law. The military is a 

federal institution, governed by federal laws. Drug use is a crime under the Uniform Code of Military 

Justice (UCMJ) Article 112a, 10 U.S.C. 912a. Further, there is no "off time" for service members when it 

comes to drug use, nor does the law vary depending on location or even the dominant public perception of 

the drug use (whatever it may be) (Free Advice, 2011). 

 

The real-life service circumstances are more complex. As recently as September 2011, the US 

Coast Guard has made no apparent modification of its drug use and abuse policies specific to this topic, 

even though these regulations openly guide how authority is to be exercises of repeat drug use patterns by 

personnel, the importance of keeping a non-drug using environment, working under the influence, etc. 

These topics become more complex with mind-affecting drugs are more commonplace. Similarly, a 2011 

court ruling (US v. Schuber, No. 11-6002, CCA Misc. Dkt. No. 2010-14) in regards to whether an active 

military person is imprisoned when he is forced into military confinement related to drug testing for 

marijuana use is an appropriate abridgement of speedy trial rights. The courts are unclear at this point and 

direct their concerns to what is actually happening during confinement.  (CUT HERE. MORE 

CONTENT FOR NOTES EXCLUDED FOR SPACE.) 
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